
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

District Office – Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, October 26, 2020 – 3 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. James, chairperson; Dr. Collins, vice-chairperson; Mr. Fuller; 
Mrs. Lovern; Mr. Shannon; Mr. Smith; and Mrs. White.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Sutton, superintendent; Mr. Camp, chief operations officer; Mrs. 
Jinnette, chief financial officer; Mrs. Dunlap, chief instructional officer; Mr. Sumter, chief 
human resources officer; Mr. Pickens, chief administrative services officer; and Mr. 
Christoff, director of marketing and communications. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. James called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mr. Smith gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the administrative staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in 

unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 
Sec. 30-4-80(E), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); WRBK 
Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock Hill). 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mr. Shannon, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
  On a motion by Mrs. White, seconded by Mr. Fuller, the board voted unanimously  
(7-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 3:02 p.m. to discuss personnel matter 
concerning leave request. 
 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION  
 On a motion by Mrs. Lovern, seconded by Mr. Smith, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to return to open session. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mr. Shannon, the board voted unanimously  
(7-0) to approve the item under Consent Agenda, which was the minutes of the 
September 28, 2020, meeting.   
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Financial Report – Mrs. Jinnette presented the Comparative Monthly Financial 
Statements for the period July 1, 2020, through September 30, 2020 (Attachment A).  
She also presented the quarterly FY2020-2021 Expenditures Report by Detail Object for 
the period July 1, 2020, through September 30, 2020 (Attachment B). 

 
 Mrs. Jinnette gave an update on student nutrition services and the federal 
requirement for increases in adult meal prices.  She reported that the adult breakfast 
increased from $2.55 to $3.00 and the adult lunch increased from $4.00 to $5.00.   
 
 Mrs. Jinnette also gave a brief budget update.  She reported that the proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2021 would not be presented for first reading at this time.  She 
pointed out that the South Carolina House adjourned without taking action in September 
to pass a state budget.  She also pointed out that the district would continue to operate 
according to the continuing budget resolution for 2019-2020.   
 
 Presentation of 2019-2020 Audit – Mrs. Jinnette introduced Mr. Larry Finney, CPA, 
from Greene Finney, LLC.  Mr. Finney presented the annual audit report, which was 
favorable and received an unmodified opinion.  He pointed out that the unmodified opinion 
was the best opinion a school district could receive.  Mr. Finney reported that the general 
fund balance was healthy.  
  

During the audit presentation, Mrs. Jinnette made a recommendation that $400,000 
from the general fund be set aside for use to provide a $500 Christmas bonus to all full-
time employees. 

 

 Operations Report – Mr. Camp reported on the lighting project equipment 
installations that were completed at Academy for Teaching and Learning and Great Falls 
Elementary School, and near completion at Lewisville Middle School.  He reported that 
equipment installations at Lewisville High School and at Chester High School would be 
completed within three weeks.  He also reported that part of the installation project 
included air conditioning units replaced at Lewisville Elementary School and Great Falls 
Middle/High School Complex.   Mr. Camp reported that 177 work orders had been 
completed since the last board meeting.   
 
 Mr. Camp next reported on the United States Department of Justice COPS 
(Community Oriented Policing Services) grant that was awarded the district for 
procurement of equipment for the schools. He reported that four vendors presented their 
intercom system products to district staff members. The vendors would complete an 
assessment of all the schools to provide the district with pricing.  Mr. Camp also reported 
that the South Carolina Department of Education grant that funded the mobile hotspots 
and wired connection for internet service in homes was extended to June 30, 2021.   
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 Instruction Report – Mrs. Dunlap gave the instruction department report, which was 
a presentation that included the following:  MAP data analysis by grade level over a three-
year period, and NWEA Readiness for SC Ready testing results comparison of the same 
class from the fall of 2019 to the fall of 2020.  Mrs. Dunlap pointed out that accountability 
was important, as well as supporting the schools and mentoring programs during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.   

 

 Human Resources Report – Mr. Sumter reported on the upcoming districtwide 
“Pink-out Day” on October 28 when everyone would wear pink in observance of Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month.   

 
 Mr. Sumter reported on the Rock Star Teacher of the Month recognition.  He 
reported that the Rock Star Teacher of the Month for October would be announced during 
a school visit to surprise the teacher next week.   
 
 Mr. Sumter next reported on the remaining vacancies that were expected to be filled 
with the arrival of eight international teachers in December.  He commented that the 
district would be fully staffed in January 2021. 
 

 Administrative Services Report – Mr. Pickens reported that the administrative 
services department had begun wellness visits to check on the well-being of some 
students with attendance issues.  He reported that he had made virtual class visits and      
in-person class visits and was impressed by the teachers’ empowering and motivating 
students.  Mr. Pickens also reported that parent concerns had subsided this month, and 
the concerns received were mostly requests to transfer students to the hybrid school 
setting.  

 
 Mr. Pickens report on the district’s new partnership with SCThrive beginning in 
November that would provide parents’ access to Medicaid, SNAP benefits and first-aid 
training. 
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 Learning Virtually in Chester County 2020-2021 – The administrative interns Mrs. 
Tammy Snipes, Mr. Josh Beckham and Ms. Stephanie Barber made a presentation on 
learning virtually. The presentation provided information about the positive impact of the 
virtual academy instruction, the smaller class sizes, individualized instruction and small 
group instruction.  
 
 2020-2021 School Reentry Updates – Dr. Sutton gave an update on the school 
reentry plan for hybrid school students to transition to a four-day school week.  He 
reported the three phases of reentry, which were phase II reentry for students in grades 
4K-2 on January 6, 2021; phase III reentry for students in grades 3-5 on January 19, 
2021; and phase IV reentry for students in grades 6-12 on February 8, 2021.  He also  
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reported that parent requests to change students from the virtual academy to the hybrid 
school setting could be made during the period November 2 through November 20, 2020. 
Dr. Sutton pointed out that requests for change would be contingent upon teacher 
availability and classroom space, and therefore not all students would be guaranteed a 
return to the hybrid school setting. 
  
 Dr. Sutton reported on the plexiglass that had been ordered from the state.  He 
reported that plexiglass barriers would be installed in all the schools which would allow 
more students to be in classrooms. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Approval of 2019-2020 Audit – On a motion by Mr. Shannon, seconded by Mr. 
Fuller, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the 2019-2020 audit as presented. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mrs. Lovern moved, and Mr. Fuller seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 5 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Callie W. McConnell 
Secretary/Board Clerk 
 
________________________________ 
(Mrs.) Maggie J. James 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


